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- TN deep-tech startup policy to facilitate
capital support & ecosystem building

It Would Also
Enable Training
Of Students &
Professionals

Vaitheeswaran.B
: @timesofindia.com
i Chennai: The state govt on
¢ Thursday released the Tamil Na-

:  duDeepTech StartupPolicy (2025

i 28)tosupport technology transfer

! from academic and R&D institu-

* tions for commercialisation by

C Suresh Kumar

LEG-UP FOR START-UPS: Chief minister M K Stalin at the release of
the TN Deep Tech Startup Policy (2025-26) at the UmagineTN tech-

startups and encourage patent fil-  nology summit in Chennai on Thursday. Minister for Information and

ings by deep tech startups. Digital services Palanivel Thiaga Rajan (R) and secretary to government
The policy, launched by chief ~ Brajendra Navnit also took part in the event

minister M K Stalin at the Umagi-

neTNtechnologysummit,aimsto  lence The govtalsoplanstoestab-  market access through export fa-

facilitate trainingof studentsand  lish a ‘Govt as Early Adopter Pro-  cilitation and international part-

professionals through a special- gramme', supporting pilot de- nerships.

ised skilling programme and re-  ploymentand field validation. The state hopes to establish

search fellowships. The policy proposes R&D  sector-wise test beds for valida
It aims to support 100 deep  grants and product development  tion and demonstration of deep

tech startups, mobilise 700 crore  costs. It alsoaims to facilitate pro-  tech solutions. The policy extends

of publicandprivate investments  curement by the private sector  supporttoawidespectrumof eco-

including venture capital, andde-  through market access pro-  systemparticipants.

velop the ecosystem by settingup ~ grammes,  innovationfriendly - :

a network of centres of excel- procurement schemes and global  »-Talent availability, P 4

Talent avallablllty makes aII possuble CM

»FromP1

policy extends sup-

port to a wide spec-
trum of ecosystem
participants, ranging from
i deep-tech startups to en-
: ablers such as incubators,
: accelerators and research
¢ consortia. Deep-tech star-
i tups will follow a three-
: stage process, including
: technical screening by an
7 laxpertpnnelandwaluaqag

by the Tamil Nadu Deep
Tech Advisory Group. The
policy has identified vari-
ous priority sectors in the
short to long term horizon
based on existing strengths.

“Govt's policies to pro-
mote deep-tech and consis-
tent investment into re
search and development ca-
pabilities have changed Ta-
mil Nadu from an IT service
hub to a technology and in-
novation hub. Chennaiisin-

creasingly attracting ad-
vanced GCCs, R&D, and Al
centres of multinational
companies,” Stalin said.

“Talent availability in
the state makes all of this
possible, and that is the rea-
son the govt's has distrib-
uted laptops to students
with AI chatbot subscrip-
tions. Wedonotseethisasa
freebie, This is an invest-
ment in the future,” the
chief minister added.



Dravidian model views technology
as a tool for social uplift, says CM

TN, unveils Indiass first dedicated Deep Tech Policy at the 4™ edition of UmagineTN. The policy aims to position the State as

the country’s premier deep tech hub hy fostering advanced innovation, driving industrial growth, and empowering MSMEs

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

he Dravidian model
gavernance

views technology

as a tool for social uplift,
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MK. Swlin said at the
fourth edition af

UmagineTN,

Recalling that this event
was started when the DMK
came back to power, Mr.
Stalin sm%n'l'amﬂ Nadu was
shifting its traditional
information  technology

| services to high-tech deve-

start-ups, and in-
novation-driven economy.
*“Tamil Nadu is increasing-
Iy attracting advanced glo-
bal capability centres
(GCCs) and research and
development (R&D) and
artificial intelligence (AD
centres - of multinational
companies,” he said.

A slew of memoranda of
understanding  (Molis)
were exchianged in the pre-
sence of Mr. Stalin. The
first one was with Berter
Compute Works Inc., en-
tailing investments to the
tune of ¥5,000 crore. EROS
Gen Al (Immerso Innova-
tion Venture Pyt Lid) inked
an Mol worth 4500
crare. Firms including We-
Loadin Studio LLP (2150
crore); Phantom Digital Ef-
fects Limited (100 crore);
Rewin Health (350 crore)
and Cubes4 (£20 crore) al-
s0 exchanged MoUs on
Thursday.

Minister for Information

JIARY 1 J

Innovation push: Chief Minister MK Stalin, Minister for Information Technology and Digi

Y

tH Services

Patanivel Thiaga Rajan, and MSME Minister TM. Anbarasan at UmagineTH 2026 on Thursday

Technology and Digital
Services Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan pointed out how Ta-
mil Nadu had tiken efiorts
to set up StarupTN and
ITNT hub, and went on 1o
talk about the emerging
sector seéed fund and Tamil
Nadu SC/ST start-up fund.

To strengthen its inno-
vation-led growth agenda,
the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment unveiled India's first
dedicated Deep Tech Poli-
cy. Mr. Sralin released the
Tamil Nadu Deep Tech
Startup Policy 20252026
(TNDTSP) at the event. The
policy aims to position the
State as the country’'s pre-
mier deep tech hub by fos-
tering advanced innova-
tion, driving industrial
growth, and empowering
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, while building

a robust ecosystem for
deep and emerging tech-
nologies to accelerate Ta-
mil Nadu's journey io-
wards a §1 rrillion
ECONOMmY,

The iTNT Hub will serve
as the nodal implementing
agency for the TNDTSP. It
will house a dedicated
team to coordinate all in-
itiatives, manage funds,
and act as a single point of
contact for stakeholders.
“The policy sets clear
priorities 1o build a global-
ly competitive deep tech
ecosystem through target-
ed initiatives that position
Tamil Nadu as a preferred
destination for deep tech
eitrepreneurship,” Mr. Pa-
lanivel Thiaga Rajan said in
the policy nofe.

The goal of the policy is
to support 100 deep tech

start-ups  and  mobilise
2100 crore of public and
private investments, in-
cluding venture capital
and co-investments,

Technology transfers
Through this policy, the
State intends to achieve 10
technology transfers or li-
censing deals from aca
demic and R&D institu:
tiomns for
commercialisation by in-
dustry or start-ups and fa-
cilitate 25% growth in an
nual patent filings by deep
tech start-ups.

Over 10,000 students
and professionals will be
trained in deep tech skills
(Al, machine learning, ro
botics,  biotech, otc.,)
through specialised skilling
progranunes and 10 re-
search fellowships will be

awarded. The policy is
open 1o deep tech start
ups, including varly-stage
or growth-stage veniures
registered in Tamil Nadu
that are buill on novel
scientilic/technological
discoveries, own or deve-
lop proprietary intellectual
properties, and et
large unmet market needs
with high-growth
potentil,

It 15 also open to univer
sities and technical insti-
tutes engaging in deep tech
R&D, technology transfer,
or commercialisation part
nerships (for example, by
spinning off start-ups or
collaborating on product
developmeni). Established
companies, corporate RED
labs, GCCs, and industry
CONSOTTE INvestng in or
partnering with deep tech
start-ups inciuding
through co-innovation pro
jects, corporate ventire
capital, or pilot depioy-
ment of new rechnologies

can be a part of this
Journey,

To qualify for Anancial
support under the policy,
the company, start-up, or
entity must have either a
registered office in Tamil
MNadu, or an operational
presence such as a bick-of-
fice, RED fcility, or any ac-
tive business aperations in
Tamil Nadu

It must employ ar least
25% of its total workforce
texcluding contract em
plovees) within Tanil Na-
du



MoUs signed at Umagine TN; to generate over 4,000
direct jobs in digital effects, Al-powered virtual reality

Deeptech media gets a
Rs 10K-cr nush inTN

Roadmap aizns'at.})penmg 100 startups over next five years, bridging the ‘lab-to-market’ gap

- IN’s Bean Tech slarlull lmln:v eyes Rs 100 cr
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m-m gl To establish TN 2% a Tomwluuﬂwmnlmgmmmwm
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Tumil Nadu is boplng to bridge tush by developinga | growth in annual patent filings by deep tech startups
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hmmmddh_.hl
Evernment has el out & mul

l‘lf. A). commerc
port nnd scaleup Panding for
higher readipess lovels, along
with IP croation and commaereind
imation asalstance . and perfor
magpee-linked micro-fund supgon
for incubators

A "Government as Early Adop
fer Programme’ with an annunl
bnsdged of Rs 23 crore ls proposed
to croate pllot deployments and
proof-of-concopt projects that can
later be scalod in the public and
private sectors

ATNT Hulbr will #ct a8 the nodal
agency, managing fuads, operat
kng & unifled digital platform for
Infrastructine and resource shar
Ing and coordinating with other
deparimenis, stated the policy
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idge directed CBFC to clear Vijay's latest
its the brake on it; next hearing on Jan 20
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ayagan’ to miss
as HC slavs nod

e hearing o Jamuary 5

Allowing the petition flled by EVN
Arocuctions. weling 8 direction jo the
ZBFU o st 3 consor certificate, Jus
jee Asha. in ber detadled order, had
rongly critictsed the CBFC's actions.
Bt ot Thart the bonrd boad agroesd 1o
munt a TVA' certificate on December
2. the last day of the then chafrper
on's tenure. The court held thai the
Shabrperson’s suthority for 8 suo motu
wierral 1o o commibites ends onon @ de
ssbon s made 10 cortify. Calling a sub-
wquent complain from & commines
pember an “aferthooght”  Justice
Aaha sald that omee the board had de
Sdad o grant the certificate, the chatr.
serson had no power 1o snd the maiier
o the Review Committes, The [lm
s mmediately preforred an appeal
it ihe order

Additional Sclicitor General ARL
sundaresan and Sollcitor General Me
it argued thal the chalrperson had 1o
wriew the decision 1o grani the certif
cate and send the matier o the re
riew paned en ihe groands of referenc-
& 10 the Arny' snd sentimonts refadod
1o reiigon.

Earlier, on January & when
thet pledt cmme wp for hearing
Justier Asha hoed orally ashosd
the CHFT ia procdisce on Jans

L my Toa oopy of the
complaint thai claimed the

Mm “hurts religions senti

ments” The (llmmak

Mdtfuhﬂ

that has

CBI, ED, and I-T to
become the latest tool
used by the Centre-ruling BIP!

= MK Stafin,
Chief Wnigter

il Inside M

I Metry's first riad on
Postiar W AckIAlAN AT TiOn Omomow

I Tartfi-hit incllas turns to Ching

axnports up 1%

Students, startups in TN poised to

take quantum leap in computing

curiosity
at the right

T CED, XeedQ

ideep-lech ecosystem, (TNT
Hub signed & Letter of Intent
with a German deep-trch

computing
o lnunch one of the firsl
State-backed quantum
cmpuling programmes in
India that gtves students and
startups direct acorss. (o real
guantum hardware.

The Lol was signed ut the Um
agine XN in the presence of Depu-
ty Chisfl Minister Udhayanidhi S
tin and IT Mintsier Palenived This
i Roan in Chennad on Friday,

The programme will be an
chared by ITNT Hub. a public pri
wale initistive supported by the
State povernment, while the Ger.
mun firm, Xeedl) Gmbl. will pro-
viile the remobe tooess, uantium
hardware, technical eqpertise
andd learning support

“Quantum computing should
nat remiakn ocked nskde labs or
limited o theory. Hy giving siu
thenits and startups direct aocess lo
real uantum :tn!nrr. Tamil

Deputy CM Udhayanidhi and Minister PTR at Umagine-2026

Nahta 13 crvat g confidence, ops-
bility, amd curiosity at the right
stape. This programme s abowt
keaming by doing. nad that is how
A i) qEARITm acrsysems
are budll™ sakd Dr Gopalokr
lshnan Balasubramanian, found
or and CRO, XeandQ

In the first phase_ smdents and
neArtaps scross the State will guin
remole scoess to 8 4qubll guan-
tum  computer  developed
Xewedl], allowing hands-on exper
reeniation, algorithm wsting, and
exposure to real quantum wark
fows. Using ihis, lewrners and
warly-stape innovalors will be
sble in work on an sctusl guan-

tom mompmter rather than wsing
sunulstors of

“The progrumeme, which will be
hotsed 2t TTNT Hub inside the
Anma University campus, will in
hade structured onboanding guid
ml unnge md. r-prln I-uumq

Mkn:lmbrMLmth!rL
el sirtugs.” said 5 statement
The usspe, learning oulosmes,
el woosystem Engoet will b e
viewnd by [TNT amd Sondl) the
sinieynent snid, adding that in the
sooves] phase, TH will possibly be
oo the first state fo place & pltys
enl quantum compuber within (he
reach of i innovation soosysm.

arreste

The

Sabarimala chief priest
d in gold theft case

According to officials, the

Parl session
from Jan 28;
Budget on Feb 1

srw pfLte The Hudget sesaion
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T9.8KcrMoUsinkedatiIT
summit to create 4K jobs

CM opens UmagineTN, says Dravidian model driving TN’s transition

Chief Minister MK Stalin with IT and Digital Services Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan
{left) at UmagineTN 2026 in Chennai on Thursday | express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

AGREEMENTS worth 9,820
crore that would generate
around 4,200 jobs were signed
at the fourth edition of Umagi-
neTN 2026, the state's flagship
information technology sum-
mit, on Thursday Speaking at
the event, Chief Minister MK
Stalin said Tamil Nadu's tran-
sition into a technology-led
economy has been shaped by
the state’s Dravidian model of
governance, which treats tech-
nology asan instrument of so-
cial advancement rather than
merely a driver of headline
economic growth.

Memoranda of understand-
ing (MoUs) were signed with
EROS Gen Al, Better Compute

Works Inc, Phantom Digital Ef-
feets Limited, Rewin Health,
Cube84 and WeL.oadin Studio
LLP for industrial investments.

Stalin said sustained invest-
ments in deep-tech skilling, a
forward-looking data centre
policy and long-horizon re-
search infrastructure were re-
positioning Tamil Nadu from a
conventional IT services hub
into a broader technology and
innovation powerhouse.

The state’s ambition, he said,
was not merely to keep pace
with peer states, but to remain
structurally ahead in technol-
ogy adoption and innovation.
“UmagineTN, in that sense,
mirrors the Dravidian model’s
long-standing emphasis on
modernisation combined with

social justice, an approact
aimed at ensuring that the
gains from technology are
widely distributed rather than
narrowly concentrated,” he
said.

Stalin credited Information
Technology and Digital Serv
ices Minister Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan with shaping the sum-
mit's long-term vision and ex-
panding its outreach, particu-
larly among students and young
professionals. Sustained public
engagement on technology pol-
icy, he added, was critical if
digital transformation was to
translate into tangible social
outcomes instead of remaining
confined to industry circles.

Placing the state’s current
position in a longer historical
context, Stalin recalled early
policy choices under former
chief minister M Karunanidhi
who viewed technology as a
tool of citizen empowerment
rather than an elite resource.

During the event, Stalin re-
Ieased the Tamil Nadu Deep
Tech Startup Policy 2025-26,
which he described as India’s
first state-level deep tech start-
up policy.

The five-year policy aims to
support 100 deep-tech startups,
mobilise T100 crore in public
and private investments, facili-
tate technology transfer and
intellectual property commer-
cialisation, and train more
than 10,000 students and profes-
sionals in advanced deep-tech
skills.
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TN partners with German firm to give
students access to quantum computing

C SHIVAKUMAR @ Chennai

POSITIONING itself at the
forefront of India’s emerging
quantum ecosystem, Tamil
Nadu has unveiled a state-
backed initiative to give stu-
dents and startups direct ac-
cess toreal quantum computing
hardware — an approach that
departs sharply from the large-
ly theoretical or simulator-
based exposure common today.

Atthe UmagineTN 2026 sum-
mit, the state-supported iTNT
Hub signed a letter of intent
with Germany-based deep-tech
firm Xeed@ GmbH to launch
one of India’s first government-
led quantum computing pro-
grammes anchored in hands-on
experimentation rather than
abstract learning.

Under the initiative, learners
and early-stage innovators in
TN will be able to work on an
actual quantum computer,
marking a shift from cloud-
based simulations to real-world
guantum workflows. In the first
phase, students and startups
across the state will receive re-
mote access to a 4-qubit quan-
tum computer developed by
Xeed@Q, enabling them to test
algorithms, understand system
behaviour, and engage with the
constraints and possibilities of

iTNT Hub signed letter of intent with Germany-based XeedQ at UmagineTN | express

real quantum hardware.

In the second phase, TN could
become the first Indian state to
physically place a quantum
computer within its public in-
novation ecosystem, signifi-
cantly lowering the entry bar-
rier to one of the world’s most
complex and capital-intensive
technologies.

The programme will be an-
chored by iTNT Hub, a public-
private platform supported by
TN government, and will work
closely with universities, start-
ups and research communities
across the state. Xeed@Q will
provide the gquantum hardware,
remote access infrastructure,
technical expertise and learn-
ing support, while the state eco-
system will focus on adoption,
capacity-building and use-case
development.The initiative will
be housed at iTNT Hub within

the Anna University campus.

“Quantum computing should
not remain locked inside labs
or limited to theory. By giving
students and startups direct ac-
cess to real quantum hardware,
TN is creating confidence, ca-
pability and curiosity at the
right stage. This programme is
about learning by doing, and
that is how meaningful quan-
tum ecosystems are built,” said
Gopalakrishnan Balasubrama-
nian, founder and chief execu-
tive of Xeed@. “

The pilot phase will be joint-
ly reviewed by iTNT Hub and
Xeed@Q, with metrics focused on
usage, learning outcomes and
broader ecosystem impact.
Subject to results, it could be
expanded to include additional
infrastructure, wider access
and longer-term institutional
partnerships.
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TN should be on top in
next gen’s technology: CM

G. BABU JAYAKUMAR &
D. SEKAR | DC
CHENNAI, JAN 8:

By setting clear goals, the DMK
government was building a
future for the next generation in
which Tamil Nadu would be on
the top in advanced technology
with no one from the State left
behind since knowledge and
technology should be common
for all, Chief Minister M K Stalin
said on Thursday.

Inaugurating ‘Umagine Tamil
Nadu 2028," the two-day informa-
tion technology summit in
Chennai, where the Tamil Nadu
Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26
was released, Stalin said that
Umagine was the proclamation
of the State’s journey to the
future and its triumph.

Designing the digital future of
the State was a reflection of the
long-term vision of the
Dravidian Model government to
make a leap towards modernity
while ensuring social equality
and egalitarian development,
which was in tune with his own
vision of keeping Tamil Nadu
one step ahead of the rest in

tag‘]j'u‘nolngica.l advancement, he

sai
Attributing the present techno-
logical growth of the State to the
foundation laid by M
Karunanidhi, who developed an
IT policy with a vision that tech-
nology was not the prerogative of
any particular class of people
but a common instrument to
empower all, he said. Starting
computer education in schools
and opening’'the Tidel Park
helped in the State coming to
present level in advancement
that had led to Chennai emerging
as the next gen GCC centre,
among other things, he said.
Technology had become the ful-
crum of the economy today with-
out remaining a subsidiary
activity and moving the State
away from its strong traditional
service sector to a centre for
muodern high-technology, innova-
tion and advancement, he said
and pointed to its emergence as a
hub for  development of
advanced R&D, Al fintech and
automobile software, he said.
There is no other state like
Tamil Nadu that integrated a
wide range of technologies like

electronics, automobiles, space,
textiles and renewable energy
with a strong base in Al automa-
tion, database and digital design,
Stalin said, adding that ability to
merge productivity with digital
innovations was gained by the
guidance of the DMK govern-
ment.

Revealing that according to
STPI data software was exported
from 32 of the 38 districts in the
State, he said that it was the data

given by the Union Government
to those who ask 'what is the
Dravidian Model
government?

Attributing the success of the
State in the digital front to the
efficient human resources in the
State, he said that laptops with
Al subscription were distributed
to college students under the
‘World is in your hands’ scheme
to take that achievement to the
next level.
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Tamil Nadu signs LOI with
XeedQ GmbH to launch
quantum computer
programme

(Only for Web)
By BL Chennai Bureau = ﬁ

Updated - Janvary 09, 2026 ar 09:72 PM.

The Tamil Nadu Technology (iTNT) Hub has
signed a Letter of Intent with Germany-based See us first when
deep-tech quantum computing company you search on
XeedQ GmbH to launch quantum computing Eogle.
programmes that gives students and startups
direct access to real quantum hardware.

Click below to set it.

The LOI was signed at Umagine 2026- the
state’s annual tech conference. The pro-
gramme will be anchored by iTNT Hub, a pub-
lic—private initiative supported by the Government of Tamil Nadu,
XeedQ GmbH will provide the remote access, quantum hardware, tech-
nical expertise, and learning support as part of this engagement.

In the first phase, students and startups across the state will gain re-
mote access to a 4-qubit quantum computer developed by XeedQ. This
will allow hands-on experimentation, algorithm testing, and exposure
to real quantum workflows. In the second phase, the state also plans to
place a physical quantum computer within the reach of its innovation
ecosystem.

The programme, will be housed at iTNT Hub inside the Anna University
campus, will include structured onboarding, guided usage, and capacity-
building sessions
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Tamil Nadu to roll out state-backed quantum
computing access for students, startups

Programme to offer remote access to a 4-qubit quantum computer in first phase; physical
deployment under consideration later

— MONEYCONTROL NEWS | JANUARY 0%, 2026 1 20:42 15T (B) soinus a Feliow Uig i} Me;ﬂm‘«r‘d

Under the first phase of the programme, students and startups across Tamil Nadu will be given remote accessto a4

qubit quantum computer developed by Xeedd,

& Al Powered Summary

« Tamil Nadu 1o launch quantum computing programme for studants and startups
« Students and startups 1o get remote access o a d-qublt guantum computer

« Programma anchored by ITNT Hub in coliaboration with Xeed and Anna University

Read
Al sharts

Tamil Nadu is set to launch a state-backed quantum computing programme aimed at providing students and
startups with direct access to quantum hardware, as part of a new collaboration announced at Umagine
2026.

The iTNT Hub has signed a letter of intent with Germany-based quantum computing firm XeedQ GmbH to
roll out one of India's first state-led initiatives that allows learners and early-stage companies to work on
real quantum computers instead of simulators or cloud-based emulations.

Under the first phase of the programme, students and startups across Tamil Nadu will be given remote
access to a 4-qubit quantum computer developed by XeedQ.

"Quantum computing should not remain locked inside |abs or limited to theory. By giving students and
startups direct access to real quantum hardware, this programme is focused on learning by doing.” said
Gopalakrishnan Balasubramanian, founder and CEO of Xeed(Q.

The access is expected to enable hands-on experimentation, algorithm testing and familiarity with guantum
workflows, In a subsequent phase, the state government is considering deploying a physical quantum
computer to be housed locally for use by the ecosystem,

The programme will be anchored by iTNT Hub, a public-private initiative supported by the Tamil Nadu
government, and will operate in collaboration with academic institutions, startups and research
communities.

The facility will be located within the Anna University campus,

As part of the arrangement, XeedQ will provide the quantum hardware, remote access infrastructure,
technical expertise and learning support.

The initiative will include structured onboarding, guided usage and capacity-building sessions for students,
researchers and startups to enable adoption of the technology.

The pilot programme will be jointly reviewed by iTNT Hub and XeedQ based on usage, learning outcomes
and broader ecosystem impact. Based on the review, the scope of access and infrastructure may be
expanded in the future.
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Tamil Nadu to put quantum computers in hands of
students, startups

Tamil Nadu wiil give students and startups direct access to real quantum computsrs through a state-backsd programme, aiming
to build practical deep-tech skills

premium
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iTNT Hub is working closely with academic institutions, startups, and research communities across the state to improve the

information technology ecosystem | Representative Picture

BS Reporter Chennai

2 min read Last Updated : Jan 09 2026 | 7:07 PM IST @ e @ LR
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iTNT Hub, a public—private initiative supported by the government of Tamil Nadu, has signed a
letter of intent with Germany-based deep-tech quantum computing company Xeed(Q GmbH at
Umagine 2026 to launch one of India’s first state-backed quantum computing programmes that
give students and startups direct access to real quantum hardware,

iTNT Hub is working closely with academic institutions, startups, and research communities
across the state to improve the information technology ecosystem.

This initiative marks a shift from theory to practice. Learners and early-stage innovators in
Tamil Nadu will work on an actual quantum computer rather than using simulators or cloud
access.



TaE Economic TIMES

TN's iTNT Hub inks pact with XeedQ GmbH for
quantum computing programimes
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Synopsis

The programme will be anchored by the Tamil Nadu Technology Hub (iTNT), a public-
private initiative supported by the TN government that is an emerging and deeptech
innovation network that works closely with academic institutions, startups, and research
communities across the state. XeedQ GmbH will provide the remote access, quantum
hardware, technical expertise, and learning support as part of this engagement.

The Tamil Nadu government on Friday said that its iTNT Hub has signed a
Letter of Intent with Germany-based deep-tech quantum computing company
XeedQ GmbH at Umagine 2026 to launch one of India’s first state-backed
quantum computing programmes that will give students and startups with
direct access to real quantum hardware.

The programme will be anchored by the Tamil Nadu Technology Hub (iTNT),
a public—private initiative supported by the TN government that is an

emerging and deeptech innovation network that works closely with academic
institutions, startups, and research communities across the state. XeedQ
GmbH will provide the remote access, quantum hardware, technical expertise,
and learning support as part of this engagement.

The government said that learners and early-stage innovators in Tamil Nadu
will work on an actual quantum computer rather than using simulators or

cloud-access.



“Quantum computing should not remain locked inside labs or limited to
theory," Gopalakrishnan Balasubramanian, founder and CEO, XeedQ said in a
statement. "By giving students and startups direct access to real quantum
hardware, Tamil Nadu is creating confidence, capability, and curiosity at the
right stage. This programme is about learning by doing, and that is how
meaningful quantum ecosystems are built,”

The initiative will provide students and startups across the state with remote
access to a 4-qubit quantum computer developed by XeedQ as part of the first
phase.

It said that this will allow hands-on experimentation, algorithm testing, and
exposure to real quantum workflows. In the second phase, the government
said Tamil Nadu will possibly become the first state government in India to
place a physical quantum computer within the reach of its innovation
ecosystem.

The government said the collaboration will focus on democratising access to
quantum computing, building practical capability, and accelerating Tamil
Nadu's deep-tech ecosystem.

The programme, which will be housed at iTNT Hub inside the Anna University
campus in Chennai and will include structured onboarding, guided usage, and
capacity-building sessions to ensure meaningful adoption by students,
researchers, and startups.

The pilot will be reviewed jointly by iTNT and XeedQ based on usage, learning
outcomes, and ecosystem impact, with the potential to expand access, deploy
additional infrastructure, and build sustained programmes in the future.



Tamil Nadu unveils India’s first deep tech start-
up policy at UmagineTN 2026

The policy aims to position the State as the country’s premier deep tech hub by fostering advanced
innovation, driving industrial growth, and empowering Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, while
building a robust ecosystem for deep and emerging technologies to accelerate Tamil Nadu’s journey
towards a $1 trillion economy

Published - January 08, 2026 07:43 pm 15T - CHENNAI

THE HINDU BUREAU

To strengthen its innovation-led growth agenda, the Tamil Nadu government has unveiled
India’s first dedicated Deep Tech Policy.

Chief Minister M.K. Stalin released the Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-2026
(TNDTSP) at UmagineTN 2026. The policy aims to position the State as the country’s
premier deep tech hub by fostering advanced innovation, driving industrial growth, and
empowering Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, while building a robust ecosystem for
deep and emerging technologies to accelerate Tamil Nadu's journey towards a $1 trillion
eCconomy.

The iTNT Hub will serve as the nodal implementing agency for the TNDTSPE It will house a
dedicated team to coordinate all initiatives, manage funds, and act as a single point of
contact for stakeholders. “The policy sets clear priorities to build a globally competitive deep
tech ecosystem through targeted initiatives that position Tamil Nadu as a preferred
destination for deep tech entrepreneurship,” Minister for Information Technology and
Digital Services Palanivel Thiaga Rajan said in the policy note,

The goal of the policy is to support 100 deep tech start-ups and mobilise 3100 crore of public
and private investments, including venture capital and co-investments. Through this policy,
the State intends to achieve 10 technology transfer or licensing deals from academic and
research and development (R&D) institutions for commercialisation by industry or start-ups
and facilitate 25% growth in annual patent filings by deep tech start-ups.

Over 10,000 students and professionals will be trained in deep tech skills (artificial
intelligence, machine learning, robotics, biotech, etc.,) through specialised skilling
programmes and 10 research fellowships will be awarded. The policy is open to deep tech
start-ups, including early-stage or growth-stage ventures registered in Tamil Nadu that are
built on novel scientific/technological discoveries, own or develop proprietary intellectual
properties, and target large unmet market needs with high-growth potential.

It is also open to universities and technical institutes engaging in deep tech R&D, technology
transfer, or commercialisation partnerships (for example, by spinning off start-ups or
collaborating on product development). Established companies, corporate R&D labs, global
capability centres, and industry consortia investing in or partnering with deep tech start-ups
— including through co-innovation projects, corporate venture capital, or pilot deployment
of new technologies — can be a part of this journey.

To qualify for financial support under the policy, the company, start-up, or entity must have
either a registered office in Tamil Nadu, or an operational presence such as a back-office,
R&D facility, or any active business operations in Tamil Nadu. The entity must employ at
least 25% of its total workforce (excluding contract employees) within Tamil Nadu.

Published - January 08, 2026 07:43 pm IST
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Tamil Nadu unveils a deep-tech startup policy
TNN / Jan 08, 2026, 15:57 IST (o @@ ) [ A svoe | (S] [a4)

Chennai: Tamil Nadu govt has released the Deep-
P OLH‘I technology startup policy to support the
i IR RUBIBREINE  entrepreneurial ecosystem and translate research into
commercial projects. The project will have Rs 100 crore
LI 2 outlay. Chief Minister MK Stalin launched the policy at
(([(I)% }(1)([ :[HH ::ll\.‘E*]\l\: LI the Umagine TN technology summit on Thursday.

—— ECONOMY ENVIRONMEN

-\ I;I;FFY S0 LNl Speaking at the event, Stalin said Tamil Nadu is shifting

from its traditional IT services to high-tech
development, startups and innovation-driven
economy. "Govt's policies to promote deep-tech, data centers and consistent investment into the research and
development capabilities have changed Tamil Nadu from an IT service hub to a technology and innovation hub.

Tamil Nadu is increasingly attracting advanced GCCs, R&D and Al centres of multinational companies,” he said.

He further said, talent availability has attracted startups and domestic and global companies to the state.
"Vibrant startup environment and deep-tech incubators, along with GCCs, educational institutions, make Tamil
Nadu a hotbed for innovation and intellectual property creation with one out of every four patents filed in the

country is from the state.

Talent availability in the state makes all of this possible, and that is the reason the govt's has distributed laptops
to students with Al chatbot subscriptions. We do not see this as a freebie. This is an investment in the future,” he

added.

Tamil Nadu has a unique advantage with deep domain expertise in various areas such as electronics, electric

vehicles, space-tech, renewable energy with technology capabilities in Al, automation, and databases, he said.

The chief minister further said, through initiatives in startupTN, building Neo-Tidel parks, the govt is promoting the
tech sector established outside Chennai. Citing the data from STPI, chief minister said 32 districts out of 38
districts in the country. "The technology sector has now become a key pillar of the modern economy. The govt is

looking at technology not just as an economic growth opportunity but also for social growth,” he said.
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Tamil Nadu unveils India’s
first deeptech start-up policy

The Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 has earmarked
%100 crore in investments to support 100 start-ups

By BL Chennai Bureau = [§
Updated - January 08, 2026 at 06:70 PM.

(From left) Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, Tamil Nadu's Minister for Information Technology, MK Stalin, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minsiter and TM Anbarasan, Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, unveil the
Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Policy 2025-26

In a major boost to the State’s start-up ecosys-
tem, the Tamil Nadu government has un- See us first when

veiled India’s first deeptech policy. you search on
Google.

The Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy
2025-26 aims to support innovators in trans- Click below to set it.
forming cutting-edge research into scalable
solutions. The policy has earmarked 2100
crore in investments and will support 100 h
start-ups.

‘- Add as a preferred
source on Google

The policy, formulated by the Tamil Nadu Technology Foundation
(iTNT), was unveiled by the Chief Minister MK Stalin at the 4th edition
of ‘Umagine’, the State’s flagship technology conference here on
Thursday:.



The policy, formulated by the Tamil Nadu Technology Foundation
(iTNT), was unveiled by the Chief Minister MK Stalin at the 4th edition
of ‘Umagine’, the State's flagship technology conference here on
Thursday.

As per the policy document, the State will roll out a ‘Government as
Early Adopter Programme’ across five departments to pilot, validate, and
scale deep-tech solutions, backed by an annual budget of %5 crore per de-
partment. The government will also train over 10,000 students and pro-
fessionals in deep tech skills such as Al, biotech, and robotics, and
award 10 research fellowships.

“Deep-tech skill development programmes, data centre policies, contin-
uous investment in research infrastructure will chart the path to trans-
form Tamil Nadu from an IT services hub into a comprehensive technol-
ogy and innovation powerhouse,” CM Stalin said. Stalin added that the
government'’s focus on extending growth to tier-2 and tier-3 cities has
led to software exports from 32 of Tamil Nadu's 38 districts, including
Coimbatore, Madurai, Trichy, and Tirunelveli. “One in every four patent
applications filed in India today originates from Tamil Nadu placing us
at the forefront nationally,” he added.

The Umagine event also saw the exchange of multiple MoUs between
the government and private sector companies including Better
Compute Works, which will set up and Al data centre with an invest-
ment of 35,000 crore creating 1450 jobs; Eros GenAl who will expand
their AI R&D centre investing 3,600 crores and create 1,000 jobs; and
Phantom digital effects who will expand their VFX operation in
Chennai for an investment of 100 crores providing employment for
1000 persons among others.

Speaking at the event, Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, Minister for Information
Technology and Digital, said that, through StartupTN, the State has se-
lected 40 start-ups to promote their innovations at Umagine. These
start-ups will also be given the opportunity to present their cases to
venture capitalists and other enablers in Dubai, Singapore, and Sharjah,
in collaboration with the Dubai World Trade Centre.



Tamil Nadu Rolls Out Deep Tech
Startup Policy with Y100 Cr Investment
Plan

Tamil Nadu aims to boost market access for 50 deep tech startups through
trade missions and procurement processes.

00000

Tanatge by ialini Niasl

In a significant advancement for the state’s startup landscape, Tamil Nadu has
introduced the state’s Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26, allocating an
investment of 100 crore to support 100 startups.

Chief Minister MK Stalin launched the policy during the 4th edition of
Umagine TN 2026, Tamil Nadu’s premier technology conference, on
Thursday.

The policy seeks to achieve 10 technology transfer or licensing agreements
with academic and R&D institutions for commercialisation by industry or
startups, and facilitate a 25% increase in annual patent filings by deep tech
startups.



Additionally, it aims to train over 10,000 students and professionals in deep
tech skills, such as AI, ML, robotics, and biotech, through specialised skilling

initiatives, and to award 10 research fellowships.

Moreover, it aims to enable the procurement of deep tech solutions worth
%10 crore through public- and private-sector market-access programmes,
including innovation-friendly procurement schemes. Finally, the policy aims
to promote global market access for 50 deep tech startups through export
facilitation, trade missions, and international collaborations.

The state government aims to establish a ‘Government as Early Adopter
Programme’ across five departments. It will support the pilot deployment,
field validation, and scaling of deep tech solutions. Each department will have
an annual budget of X5 crore, with the goal of implementing five proof of

concepts or solution adoptions each year.

The policy encompasses all ecosystem participants involved in deep tech
innovation, including Tamil Nadu-registered startups, academic institutions,
and industry players. This includes corporate R&D labs, research consortia,
incubators, accelerators, and any organisations that promote the growth and
adoption of deep tech solutions.

Beyond funding targets, the policy, intended for a five-year extension, looks to
position Tamil Nadu as India’s premier deep tech hub, aligned with its
ambition for a $1 trillion state economy. It proposes deep tech innovation
hubs, centres of excellence, and sector-specific test beds to support live
validation for at least 25 startups annually, alongside TR L-based funding
from early R&D to scale-up and a Deep Tech Fund of Funds to attract

patient capital.

The policy also prioritises IP creation and retention within the state,
streamlines technology transfer through the iTNT Technology Transfer
Office, and implements a single-window approach via the iTamilnadu

Technology (iTNT) Hub.

Sectoral priorities span semiconductors, EVs, biotech, clean energy, acrospace
and space tech, with emerging focus areas such as quantum computing,
photonics, and advanced marerials, while embedding a govtech and social-

impact lens for adoption in public services.
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Tamil Nadu has unveiled India’s first dedicated deeptech startup policy, marking a significant step in strengthening the country’s
advanced technology innovation ecosystem. The Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 aims to convert cutting-edge
research into scalable commercial solutions, positioning the State as a national hub for deep science and frontier technologies.
Policy Vision and Financial Commitment

The Taril Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 has earmarked T100 crore in investments to support 100 deeptech startups. The
policy focuses on areas such as artificial intelligence, advanced computing, semiconductors, biotechnology, space technologies, and
clean energy. It seeks to provide structured support through funding access, infrastructure, mentorship, and industry partnerships to
help innovators move from laboratories to markets.

Launch at Umagine Technology Conference

The policy was unveiled by Chief Minister M. K. Stalin at the fourth edition of Umagine, Tamil Nadu's flagship technology conference held in Chennai. Umagine serves as a
platform to bring together global technology companies, startups, investors, and policymakers, reinforcing the State’'s ambition to become a preferred destination for
future-ready technologies.

Major MoUs and Investment Announcements

The event witnessed the signing of several memoranda of understanding between the State government and private sector companies. Key announcements included Better
Compute Works setting up an Al data centre with an investment of 35,000 crore and generating 1,450 jobs, Eros GenAl expanding its Al research and development centre
with %3,600 crore and 1,000 new jobs, and Phantom Digital Effects scaling up its visual effects operations in Chennai with a 100 crore investment creating 1,000 jobs.

Imporatnt Facts for Exams
* Tamil Nadu is the first Indian State to launch a dedicated deeptech startup policy.
* The policy targets support for 100 startups with $100 crore funding.
* Umagine is Tamil Nadu's flagship technology conference.
* Deeptech focuses on science-based innovations with long development cycles.

Startup Outreach and Global Exposure

Information Technology Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan stated that the government conducted workshops and technology lectures across 60 educational institutions in 23
districts under the Umagine DX initiative, Through StartupTN, 40 startups were selected to showcase their innovations at Umagine and will also pitch to venture capitalists
and ecosystem enabilers in Dubai, Singapore, and Sharjah, in collaboration with the Dubai World Trade Centre,
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Tamil Nadu launches Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26, aiming to bridge the lab-to-market gap with Rs 100 crore investment.

Photograph: PTI Photo

Chennai, Jan 8 (PTI) With the launch of a dedicated Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025126 on Thursday, billed as the
country's first such framework for science-led, |P-intensive ventures, Tamil Nadu is hoping to bridge the 'lab-to-
market' gap for high-risk, research-driven deep tech startups.

Launched by the Chief Minister of Tamil Madu, M K Stalin at the Umagine TN, technology summit here, the policy
aims to back 100 startups and mobilise Rs 100 crore in public and private investments over the next five years.

According to the policy, the 'lab-to-market’ gap will be bridged by offering lifecycle support from early-stage R&D to
scale-up and market adoption.

The policy, anchored by the Information Technology and Digital Services Department and implemented through the
Tamil Nadu Technology (iTNT) Hub, sits alongside the broader Tamil Nadu Startup and Innovation Policy, under
which iTNT already supports deep tech incubation, technology commercialisation and sector-focused programmes
in collaboration with StartupTN and other incubators.

Its key goals include a 25 per cent increase in annual patent filings by deep tech startups, at least 10 technology
transfer or licensing deals from academic and R&D institutions, training of over 10,000 students and professionals in
deep tech skills and promaoting global market access for 50 startups.

Deep tech startups are defined in the policy document as ventures built on advanced scientific or engineering
breakthroughs, typically at early Technology Readiness Levels (TRL), with strong proprietary intellectual property,
long gestation periods and the potential to create new markets or radically transform existing ones in areas such as
healthcare, energy and manufacturing.



The policy notes that such enterprises face a combination of high R&D uncertainty, capital intensity and difficulty in
securing early customers, which standard startup schemes are not fully equipped to address.

To tackle these challenges, the government has set out a multi-pronged framework structured around five pillars:
research and development support, funding and investment acceleration, infrastructure and ecosystem
development, innovation workforce and knowledge alliances, and deep tech adoption and market expansion.

On the funding side, the policy provides TRL-linked R&D grants for early-stage research (up to TRL 4),
commercialisation support and scale-up funding for higher readiness levels, along with IP creation and
commercialisation assistance and performance-linked micro-fund support for incubators.

A Deep Tech Fund of Funds and additional capital subsidies for corporates that procure from or otherwise support
accredited deep tech startups are envisaged to encourage private capital and industry participation, according to the
policy document.

The policy also promises infrastructure support through deep tech research and cluster-specific parks, voucher-
based access to shared facilities, rental subsidies within government-supported parks and sector-specific test beds
to allow startups to validate products in live environments.

A [Government as Early Adopter ProgrammeZ with an annual budget of Rs 25 crore is proposed to create pilot
deployments and proof-of-concept projects that can later be scaled in the public and private sectors.

Talent and knowledge initiatives include grants for deep tech skilling programmes, doctoral fellowships for
researchers moving into entrepreneurship, and mentorship and international exchange schemes to connect Tamil
Nadu startups with global accelerators, twin-city partners and overseas experts.

The policy places particular emphasis on using deep tech for social applications in public health, clean energy,
mobility, disaster resilience and social protection, aiming to combine industrial competitiveness with inclusive
growth.

iTNT Hub will act as the nodal agency, managing funds, operating a unified digital platform for infrastructure and
resource sharing and coordinating with other departments, stated the policy.

Source: PTI By Rediff Money Desk. Chennai

DISCLAIMER - This article is from a syndicated feed. The original source is responsible for accuracy, views & content ownership. Views expressed may not
reflect those of rediff.com India Limited.
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Tamil Nadu becomes first state to launch Deep-Tech
Startup Policy

Tamil Nadu just became the first state in India to roll out a Deep-Tech Startup Policy,
announced by Chief Minister MK Stalin at the Umagine tech conference.

The plan is to turn cutting-edge research into real products and services in 2025-26, with
2100 crore set aside to support 100 promising startups.

How does it help startups?
Selected deep-tech startups will get help bringing their ideas to market through platforms
like StartupTN and global connections.

Right now, 40 handpicked startups are pitching their innovations at Umagine, hoping to
catch the eye of investors from places like Dubai, Singapore, and Sharjah.

Big investments & job opportunities
The event also brought major private investments: ¥5,000 crore for an Al data center,
3,600 crore for expanding Al research, and 100 crore for VFX in Chennai.

All this is expected to create over 3,400 new jobs in Tamil Nadu—good news if you're
looking toward a future in tech. News Bytes App
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TN"s Deep Tech Startup Policy aims to bridge
"lab-to-market" gap by mobilising Rs 100cr

PTl | Chennai | Updated: 08-01-2026 18:03 IST | Created: 08-01-2026 18:03 IST

RS
5
‘.
S
Country: India SHARE (| f ) W) (in) (&)
I h S A

ith the launch of a dedicated Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 on Thursday,
billed as the country’s first such framework for science-led, [P-intensive
ventures, Tamil Nadu is hoping to bridge the 'lab-to-market’ gap for high-risk,
research-driven deep tech startups.

Launched by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, M K Stalin at the Umagine TN, technology
summit here, the policy aims to back 100 startups and mobilise Rs 100 crore in public and
private investments over the next five years.

According to the policy, the 'lab-to-market’ gap will be bridged by offering lifecycle support from
early-stage R&D to scale-up and market adoption.



The policy, anchored by the Information Technology and Digital Services Department and
implemented through the Tamil Nadu Technology (iTNT) Hub, sits alongside the broader Tamil
Nadu Startup and Innovation Policy, under which iTNT already supports deep tech incubation,
technology commercialisation and sector-focused programmes in collaboration with StartupTN
and other incubators.

Iis key goals include a 25 per cent increase in annual patent filings by deep tech startups, at
least 10 technology transfer or licensing deals from academic and R&D institutions, training of
over 10,000 students and professionals in deep tech skills and promoting global market access
for 50 startups.

Deep tech startups are defined in the policy document as ventures built on advanced scientific
or engineering breakthroughs, typically at early Technology Readiness Levels (TRL), with strong
proprietary intellectual property, long gestation periods and the potential to create new markets

or radically transform existing ones in areas such as healthcare, energy and manufacturing.

The policy notes that such enterprises face a combination of high R&D uncertainty, capital
intensity and difficulty in securing early customers, which standard startup schemes are not
fully equipped to address.

To tackle these challenges, the government has set out a multi-pronged framework structured
around five pillars: research and development support, funding and investment acceleration,
infrastructure and ecosystem development, innovation workforce and knowledge alliances, and
deep tech adoption and market expansion.

On the funding side, the policy provides TRL-linked R&D grants for early-stage research (up to
TRL 4), commercialisation support and scale-up funding for higher readiness levels, along with
[P creation and commercialisation assistance and performance-linked micro-fund support for
incubators.

A Deep Tech Fund of Funds and additional capital subsidies for corporates that procure from or
otherwise support accredited deep tech startups are envisaged to encourage private capital and
industry participation, according to the policy document.

The policy also promises infrastructure support through deep tech research and cluster-specific
parks, voucher-based access to shared facilities, rental subsidies within government-supported

parks and sector-specific test beds to allow startups to validate products in live environments.

A "Government as Early Adopter Programme” with an annual budget of Rs 25 crore is proposed
to create pilot deployments and proof-of-concept projects that can later be scaled in the public
and private sectors.

Talent and knowledge initiatives include grants for deep tech skilling programmes, doctoral
fellowships for researchers moving into entrepreneurship, and mentorship and international
exchange schemes to connect Tamil Nadu startups with global accelerators, twin-city partners
and overseas experts.



The policy places particular emphasis on using deep tech for social applications in public
health, clean energy, mobility, disaster resilience and social protection, aiming to combine
industrial competitiveness with inclusive growth.

iTNT Hub will act as the nodal agency, managing funds, operating a unified digital platform for

infrastructure and resource sharing and coordinating with other departments, stated the policy.

(This story has not been edited by Devdiscourse staff and is auto-generated from a syndicated
feed.)
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Tamil Nadu Launches Deep Tech
Startup Policy, Targets INR100 Cr
Investment

According to the state government, the initiative seeks to support 100 deep tech startups
and mobilise investments of INR 100 crore from public and private sources over the next five
years.
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Chief Minister M K Staifn

amil Nadu has launched a dedicated Deep Tech Startup Policy for 2025-28,
positioning it as the country's first state-level framework focused specifically on
science-led, IP-intensive startups.

The policy, unveiled on Thursday, aims to address the long-standing challenge of
translating laboratory research into market-ready products for high-risk deep technology
ventures.

The policy was launched by Chief Minister M K Stalin at the Umagine TN technology
summit. According to the state government, the initiative seeks to support 100 deep tech
startups and mobilise investments of INR 100 crore from public and private sources over
the next five years.

A key objective of the policy is to bridge the "lab-to-market" gap by offering structured
support across the startup lifecycle, from early-stage research and development to
commercial scale-up and market adoption. The framework is anchored by the Information
Technology and Digital Services Department and will be implemented through the Tamil
Nadu Technology (iTNT) Hub.

The policy operates alongside the broader Tamil Nadu Startup and Innovation Policy,
under which iTNT already supports deep tech incubation, technology commercialisation
and sector-specific programmes in collaboration with StartupTN, academic institutions
and other incubators.



Deep tech startups are defined in the policy as enterprises built on advanced scientific or
engineering innovations, typically at early Technology Readiness Levels. These ventures
usually involve long development cycles, high capital requirements and strong proprietary
intellectual property, with applications across sectors such as healthcare, energy,
manufacturing and mobility.

The policy document notes that such startups often face high uncertainty in research
outcomes, difficulty in accessing early funding and challenges in securing initial
customers, making them less suited to conventional startup support schemes.

To address these constraints, the government has outlined a multi-pronged framework
structured around five pillars: research and development support, funding and investment
acceleration, infrastructure and ecosystem development, innovation workforce and
knowledge partnerships, and market adoption.

On funding, the policy proposes Technology Readiness Level-linked grants for early-stage
R&D up to TRL 4, followed by commercialisation and scale-up support for more mature
technologies. It also includes assistance for intellectual property creation and
commercialisation, along with performance-linked micro-fund support for incubators.

A Deep Tech Fund of Funds has been proposed to attract private capital, along with
capital subsidies for corporates that procure from or otherwise support accredited deep
tech startups.

Infrastructure support forms another pillar of the policy, with plans for deep tech research
parks and cluster-specific facilities. Startups will be able to access shared infrastructure
through vouchers, receive rental subsidies within government-supported parks and use
sector-specific test beds to validate products in real-world environments.

The palicy also introduces a "Government as Early Adopter Programme" with an annual
allocation of INR 25 crore to fund pilot projects and proof-of-concept deployments that

could later be scaled across public and private sectors.

Talent development measures include grants for deep tech skilling programmes, doctoral
fellowships for researchers transitioning into entrepreneurship, and mentorship and
international exchange initiatives to connect startups with global accelerators and
experts.

The policy places emphasis on applying deep technologies to public health, clean energy,
disaster resilience and social protection, aiming to balance industrial growth with social
impact.

The iTNT Hub will act as the nodal agency, managing funds, coordinating departments
and operating a unified digital platform for resource sharing.
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Tamil Nadu Backs Deep-Tech Startups
with $1.2B at UmagineTN 2026

A £1.2B investment wove and Indig’s first Deep-Tech Startup Policy reshape Tamil Nodu's innovation ambitions
at UmaginaTN 2026, fusling jobs and unlocking Al biotech, robotics and quantum talent.
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TICE Al & DEEPTECH

THE $1.2B TECH BET THAT COULD
CHANGE INDIAS INNOVATION MAP

Urnagina TN 2( Startup Policy, and Rewrites Tamil Nadu

Ambition

Tamil Nadu's flagship technolagy summit UmagineTN 2026 concluded with a wave of optimism
and bald shifts in strategy as the state secured $1.2 billion in investment commitments and
unveiled India’s first Deep-Tech Startup Policy (2025-26) — setting the stage for a new era of Al,

biotech, robotics, and frontier technology entrepreneurship in South India.

The commitments, projected to create over 4,200 new jobs, signal how Tamil Nadu is not only
competing in the national innovation landscape but positioning itself on the global deep-tech

map.

When Policy Meets Possibility

The 2026 edition of the summit arrived at a pivotal moment. Nations and states worldwide are
recalibrating their technology agendas, driven by Al disruption, semiconductor nationalism,
biotech breakthroughs, and talent wars. Amid that competition, Tamil Nadu chose not just to

attract capital — but to shape a strategy.

Organised jointly by ELCOT, Cll, NASSCOM, iTNT & StartupTN under the Ministry of Information
Technology, UmagineTN gathered global investors, founders, universities, digital enterprises, and

policymakers — not merely as spectators, but as co-architects of the digital future.



The headline, however, was unmistakable: the launch of the Deep-Tech Startup Policy, designed

to nurture India’s highest-complexity startups — the ones that demand science, hardware,

patents, Jong gestution CVC|ES, and specic:l'lst talent.

Tamil Nadu committed to training 10,000 students and professionals, backing early-stage R&D,
and enabling the commercialisation of innovations that rarely find market pathways in

deve |Op'il‘lg economies.

Solving the Hard Problem of Deep Tech

Deep-tech is not venture-friendly by default. it requires capital, patience, labs, compute, patents,
mentors, and geopolitical partnerships. These are not the ingredients that typically attract angel

investors or traditional accelerators.
Tamil Nadu confronted that bottleneck head-on.

By directing policy muscle toward Al, biotech, quantum, robotics, advanced materials, and
space technologies, the state sought to tackle the *lab-to-market gap” — the very chasm that

keeps deep-tech locked inside universities instead of scaling into unicorns.
And investment followed policy.

The $1.2 billion committed at UmagineTN targeted job creation, ecosystem acceleration, and
technology exports — demonstrating how governance, academia, and industry can align around

a shared thesis: deep tech is the next big economic frontier.

A New Future for Tamil Nadu's Tech Identity

The resolution did not end at announcements. it manifested in collaberation and community,

Entrepreneurs, investors, speakers, and ecosystem partners described UmagineTN as more
than a summit — calling it a collective movement. As one participant reflected,
*UmagineTN is always close to my heart and our fellow entrepreneurs hailing from Tamil
Nadu. We played multiple roles — organiser, ecosystem partner, exhibitor and more. It was

inspiring to meet peers and builders who shared their expertise on panels and workshops.”

This sentiment mattered because deep-tech ecosystems rarely thrive on policy alone. They
require a cultural engine powered by founders, students, mentors, and risk capital — something

Tamil Nadu appears intent on cultivating.



L tior
Academia-industry-govermnmant
partnership to build deeptech ecosystem

Positioning Tamil Nadu in the Global Deep-Tech Economy
with UmagineTN 2026 now closed, a larger strategic question looms: Can Tamil Nadu build a
long-cycle innovation economy — not just a software services sector?

If it executes on talent training, investment deployment, startup support, and global partnerships,

the answer could redefine the region’s competitiveness for decades.

In a world where countries compete for quantum researchers, semiconductor fabs,
biomanufacturing clusters, and Al compute — Tamil Nadu chose to enter the race. Not cautiously,

but assertively.

And the tech community, bath local and global, is watching.

Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Startups Al & Deeptech in India
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A Visionary Move: Tamil Nadu Govt Launches India’s First Deep Tech Policy
Backing 100 Startups

Tamil Nadu unveils India’s first deep tech policy, aiming to foster innovation, jobs, and secially impactful technoloegy:.
e syed Muskan Shafiq  January 10, 2028

EROS Gen Al

(Immerso Innovation Venture Put Ltd)

Center

Tamil Hadu has unveiled India's first deep tech policy, intreducing o 2100 crore fund to support 100 startups in Al robetics, ond advanced
technologies, aiming to beost innovation, create jobs, and strengthan the state's tech ecosystem,

The Toamil Nadu government has taken a bold step by lounching the nation’s first dedicated deep tech policy. Chief Minister M. K, Stalin
announced o 2100 crore fund designed to support 100 startups focusing on artificial intelligence (A1), robotics, machine leaming, and other
ermerging technologies.

i | The policy seeks to occelerate innavation, strengthen research capobllities, and foster high-tech
entrepreneurship in the state.

Speaking at the lounch, CM $talin said, “Tamil Nadu oims to be a hub for futuristic technologies.
By supporting startups ond Innovators, we intend to creote an ecosysterm whare ideas con thrive
and translate into real-world salutions.”

Inclustry experts have lorgely welcormed the move, highlighting its potentiol to bridge the funding
and mentership geps that often hinder early-stage deep tech startups.
Battery Management for ESS
Strengthening Innovation and Entrepreneurship
Analog Devices Open > The deep tech policy provides targeted financial support, mentorship, and infrastructure
assistance to eligible startups. Offickals have emphasised that the Z100 crere fund will benefit up
o 100 startups over three years, with a particulor focus on sectors such as healthcare, agriculture, monufacturing, ond energy.

A sanior official frorm the Department of Information Technology and Digital Services (DIT&DS) said, “This pelicy is designed to nurture
innovators, encouraging them to develop solutions that address India's unique challenges while remaining globally competitive,”

11 Startupe in Al and robotics will receive ossistance not only in funding but algo in accessing
research facilities, incubators, and networking platforms to connect with industry leaders and
potential investors,

Saveral entrepreneurs have already expressad oplimism. “Access to mentership and financial
resources is often a chollenge for deep tech startups,” said Meena Krishnan, founder of
Chennai-based Al healthcare startup. “This policy could be o gome-changer in helping indian
innavators take their preducts from concept to commercialisation.”

Battery Management for ESS  Global Context and Strategic Importance

Tamil Nodu's deap tech policy aligns with india’s brooder ambition to emerge as o global leader
incutting-edge technologies. Countries werldwide are investing heavily in Al rebatics, quantum
computing. and advanced materials, and India must keep poace to remain competitive in the

Analog Devices

Open >

global innavation landscape.

The policy also addresses structural chollenges foced by deep tech startups. Unlike troditional tech ventures, deep tech requires substontiol
research, experimentation, and long gestation perods, making early-stage funding critical.

By providing financial backing and institutionol support, the Tamil Nodu government aims to reduce these barriers, ensuring promising
startups are not left behind due to lock of resources.



Histarically, indion deep tech startups have faced hurdles ranging from limited access to venture
capital to insulficlent mentorship opportunities,

Battery Management ..

for ESS Analysts believe this pelicy can help Tamil Nodu attract both domestic and foreign investors,
fostering collaboration between acodemia, research institutions, and industry players to drive
maaningful nnovation.

Fostering Inclusive and Impactful Technologies

While econamic growth is a key objective, the policy also prioritises societal benefits. Al and
rabotics have the potential to solve pressing challenges in agriculture, healthcare, disaster
management, and education.

By backing startups that focus on such areas, Tamil Nadu gims to create solutions that improve
lives while generoting employment opportunities for highly skilled professionals.

Officials underscored that the policy encourages inclusive innovation. “We are net only funding technology; we are funding solutions that
can have a tangible impact on society,” soid a senior pelicy advisor. The opproach ensures that technelogical progress is coupled with
social responsibility, aligning with India's vision of tech-driven yet people-centric development.

The Logical Indian’s Perspective

The launch of india’s first deep tech policy is o commendable step in nurturing innovation, supporting young entrepreneurs, and building a
future-ready workforce.

By Investing in Al robotics, ond other edvanced technologies, the Tamil Nodu government is encouraging startups to develop solutions with
both commercial and societal value.

Thig initiative has the potentiol te strengthen india’s technologicol self-relience while addressing real-werld chaollenges-from healthcore to
agriculture-through innovation.

However, the success of such policies depends on sustained support, transparent processes, and an inclusive appreach that ensures
benefits reach all communities, not just urban centres or well-connected starups,
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Tamil Nadu launches deeptech startup policy;
targets 100 startups, aims to mobilise Rs 100
crore
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Tamil Nadu has launched a dedicated Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26, positioning it as the country’s first state-level

framework designed specifically for science-led, IP-intensive ventures with long research cycles and high technical risk,
The policy was unveiled by CM M K Stalin at the Umagine TN technology summit in Chennai.

Anchored by the Information Technology and Digital Services Department and implemented through the Tamil Nadu
Technolegy (iTNT}) Hub, the policy seeks to bridge the long-standing lab-to-market gap faced by deep tech startups. It
aims to back around 100 startups and mobilise Rs 100 ceore in public and private investments over the next five vears,

while providing structured support from early-stage research to commercial scale-up and market adoption.

"This deeptech startup policy lays the foundation for a future where innovation empowers every citizen and elevates
our collective destiny,” Stalin said at the launch. IT minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan added that the framework is

intended to build a globally competitive deep tech ecosystem and strengthen entrepreneurship in the state.

The policy sits alongside the broader Tamil Nadu Startup and Innovation Policy, under which iTNT already supports
deep tech incubation, technology commercialisation and sector-focused programmes in partnership with StartupTN
and other incubators. It defines deep tech startups as ventures built on advanced scientific or engineering
breakthroughs, typically at early Technology Readiness Levels, with strong proprietary intellectual property, long

gestation periods and the potential to create new markets or significantly transform existing ones.

Sectors highlighted include healtheare, energy and manufacturing, as well as Al blockehain, semiconductors,

electronics manufacturing, spacetech and animation, visual effects, gaming and comies (AVGC),

According to the policy document, such startups face a combination of high R&D uneertainty, capital intensity and
difficulty in securing early customers, challenges that conventional startup schemes are not designed to address. To
tackle this, the framework is structured around five pillars: research and development support, funding and investment
acceleration, infrastructure and ecosystem development, innovation workforee and knowledge alliances, and deep tech

adoption and market expansion,



On funding, the state will offer TRL-linked R&D grants for early-stage research up to TRL 4, followed by
commercialisation and scale-up support for higher readiness levels. The policy also includes assistance for IP creation
and commercialisation, performance-linked micro-fund support for ineubators, and the proposed creation of a Deep
Tech Fund of Funds. Additional capital subsidies for corporates that procure from or otherwise support accredited

deeptech startups are intended to crowd in private capital and industry participation.

Infrastructure support will be provided through deep tech research parks and cluster-specific facilities, voucher-based
access to shared infrastructure, rental subsidies within government-supported parks and sector-specific test beds to

enable validation in live environments.

A “Government as Early Adopter Programme” with an annual allocation of Rs 23 crore is proposed to fund pilot

deployments and proof-of-concept projects that can later be scaled across public and private sectors.

The talent and knowledge component includes grants for deep tech skilling programmes, doctoral fellowships for
researchers transitioning into entrepreneurship, and mentorship and international exchange initiatives o connect

Tamil Nadu startups with global aceelerators, twin-city partners and overseas experts.

The policy sots targets of a 25% increase in annual patent fillings by deep tech startups, at least 10 technology transfer or
licensing deals from academic and R&D institutions, training of more than 10,000 students and professionals, and

facilitating global market access for 50 startups through export support, trade missions and international partnerships.

Eligibility under the policy requires startups to have an operational presence in Tamil Nadu and to employ at least 25
per cent of their workforce within the state. The framework also places emphasts on deploying deep tech for social
applications in areas such as public health, clean energy, mobility, disaster resilience and social protection, aiming to

align industrial competitiveness with inclusive growth,

iTNT Hub will act as the nodal agency, responsible for managing funds, operating a unified digital platform for

infrastructure and resource sharing, and coordinating with other state departments,

deeprech startups
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Tamil Nadu Launches India’s First
Deeptech Startup Policy

By Vidushi Saxena
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Chief Minister MK Stalin

January 9, 2026

Tamil Nadu’s Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025 26 earmarks ¥1 billion to back 100 startups
and strengthen the innovation ecosystem.

In a major boost to the State's startup ecosystem, the Tamil Nadu government has
unveiled India’s first deep tech startup policy, aimed at accelerating innovation and
commercialisation of advanced technologies.

The Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 was launched by Chief Minister MK Stalin
at the fourth-edition of Umagine, the State’s flagship technology conference. The policy
earmarks #1 billion in investments to support 100 startups working in areas such as
artificial intelligence, biotechnology and robotics.

Formulated by the Tamil Nadu Technology Foundation, the policy focuses on helping
innovators translate cutting edge research into scalable and market ready solutions. A key
feature is the Government as Early Adopter Programme, which will be rolled out across five
government departments to pilot, validate and scale deep tech solutions. Each department
will be backed by an annual budget of #F500 million.

The government also plans to train over 10,000 students and professionals in deep tech
skills and award 10 research fellowships to strengthen the talent pipeline. Speaking at the
event, Mr Stalin said sustained investments in skill development, data centres and research
infrastructure would help transform Tamil Nadu from an IT services hub into a
comprehensive technology and innovation powerhouse.

He added that the State’s focus on tier two and tier three cities has resulted in software
exports from 32 of its 38 districts. Notably, one in four patent applications filed in India
now originates from Tamil Nadu.
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Tamil Nadu Rolls Out India’s First
Deeptech Startup Policy as
Governments Rethink Innovation
Support

by CHAN-YEOL LEE

India’s first deeptech startup policy signals a shift in how Asian ane bocking led, capital- i

Tamil Nadu has become the first Indian state to roll out a i i policy for 1 startups, ing a notable shift in how govemments arg " ing advanced, -ciriven i n. The Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Startup
Policy 2025-26, lounched by M. K, Stalin ot the Umagine technology conference in Chennai, aims to push high-risk, IP-intensive ventures from laboratories inte commercial markets, While the policy is framed as a state-level initiative, its
implications extand beyond India, reflecting a broader Asian trend toward state-backed deep science ecosystems.

At its core, the policy commits to supporting 100 deeptech startups with 2100 crore in public and private capital. Pricrity sectors include artificial intelligence, advanced computing, semiconductors, blotechnology, space technologles,
robotics, and clean energy. These are areas whare private capital alone has often been cautious, given leng d it timelings and uncertain early revenues. Tamil Nadu's move piaces it closer to models seen in countries such as
South Korea, Japan, and Singapore, where governments play an active role in absorbing early risk,

Bridging the lab-to-market gap

A defining feature of the policy is its explicit focus on commercialisation. Deeptech startups, by nature, struggle with the transition from research to real-world deployment. To address this, the government has introduced a Government as
Early Adopter Programme, under which five state departments will pilet and volidate new technologies before scaling them. Each departmant will be backed by an annual budget of 350 crore, giving startups access to early customeans—
often the hardest hurdle for science-led ventures.

This approach mirmors strategies used in other Asion innovation hubs, where public-sector procurement has been used to de-risk emerging technologies. The trade-cff, howswver, is speed. Public adoption tends to be slower and more
procedural than private-sector uptake, which meons startups will need patience as well as capital,

Talent, patents, and regional spread
Beyond funding, the policy places strong emphasis on talent development. The state plans to train over 10,000 students and professionals in deeptech skills and award 10 research feflowships. According to M, K. Stalin, continued

Investment in skilling, doto centres, and research infrastructure is critical if Tamd Nadu is to move beyond its troditional IT services base.

The government is alse highlighting its widening innevation foctprint, Software exports now come from 32 of the state's 38 districts, and Tamil Nadu accounts for roughly one In four patent applications filed in India, These figures suggest
growing research activity, though tuming patents into globally competitive products remains o longer-termn challenge.

Signals from Umagine and investor interest

The policy kaunch coincided with several large investment announcements at Umagine, including new Al data centres and expanded RED facilities by private companies, While these anncuncements are not directly tied to the deeptech
policy, they underline the state's effort to position itself os a prefs i for fu dy technologles.

Information Technology Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan noted that StartupTi is olso pushing intemational expesure, with selected startups pitching 1o investors in markets such os Dubal and Singapore, For deeptech founders, access to
overseas capital and partners is often essential, given the scale required to commerciatise frontier technologies.

Why this matters for Asia’s startup ecosystem

Tamil Nodu's deeptech policy is less notable for the size of its funding and more for the policy cheice it represents. Across Asio, governments are experimenting with ways to support sclence-led startups that foll cutside conventional
venture timelines, Deeptech ventures typicolly require longer development cycles, sustained RED spending, and early validation from institutional users—areas where private capital alone has often been cautious,

Tamil Nadu's approach reflects an attempt to address these gaps through state-backed pilots, structured funding, and closer links between research institutions and industry. However, such fromeworks also carry execution risks. Public-
sector adoption can be slow, procurement processes complex, and cutcomes uneven across sectors. Whether this policy becomes a model for other Asian ecosystems will depend less on its design and more on how effectively it translates
pilets into ! 5 and lang-term private-sector participation.

Conclusion: early signal, long test
Tamil Nadu's deeptech startup policy Is best seen as an early signal rather than o finished solution. It places the state among o growing group of Asian reglons experimenting with mare interventionist approaches to frontier Innovation, If
Implemented effectively, it could strengthen India’s position in the global deeptech londscape and offer lessons for other emerging ecosystams.

For now, the real test lies ahead, Tuming polficy Intent into sustained commercial outcomes will take years, not months—and the results will motter not just for Tamil Madu, but for how Asia builds the next generation of science-led
companies.

Quick Takeaways

« Tamil Nadu has Indlicr's first startup policy, focusing h-led, IP-intensive

+ The policy aims to support 100 deeptech startups and mobilise 100 crore in public and private funding,

* Pricrity sectors include Al semiconductors, biotechnology, robetics, space technologies, and clean energy.

+ A Govemment as Early Adopter Programme will allow state departments to pilot and validate deeptech sclutions before wider deployment.

+ Implementation will be led by the ITNT Hub, with targets tied to commercialisation, patent growth, and technology transfer,

» The move reflects a broader Asian shift toward state-backed support for deep science innovation, where private capital alone has been cautious.,

Togs:  funding incia Swtup SherUp ProgRanm



Tamil Nadu Launches X100 Crore Deep-Tech Startup Policy to Boost High-
End Innovation

New policy to support Al, gquantum, electronics and clean energy startups
(5 By Elets News Network 09-lanuary-2026
' f X in @®

The Tamil Nadu government has unveiled a new Deep-Technology Startup Policy with a financial outlay of #100 crore,
aimed at strengthening the state’s innovation ecosystem and turning research ideas into scalable commercial products.

Chief Minister M K Stalin launched the policy at the Umagine TN Technology Summit, describing it as a strategic shift
towards building a high-technology, innovation-driven economy.

Addressing the gathering, Stalin said Tamil Nadu is steadily moving beyond traditional IT services to focus on deep-tech
startups, advanced manufacturing, research and development, and emerging technologies. He highlighted that consistent
government support for data centres, innovation infrastructure and R&D has helped the state attract global capability
centres, Al labs and research facilities of multinational companies.

He noted that Tamil Nadu has become one of the country’s strongest innovation hubs, with nearly one in every four
patents filed in India originating from the state. According to him, a vibrant startup ecosystem, specialised deep-tech
incubators and strong academic institutions have created a fertile environment for intellectual property generation and
technology-led entrepreneurship.

Stalin also emphasised the importance of talent development, saying the state's skilled workforce has been a key driver in
attracting both domestic and global companies. He pointed out that the government's decision to provide laptops with Al
chatbot subscriptions to students is part of a long-term investment in future-ready skills rather than a welfare measure,

The Chief Minister highlighted Tamil Nadu's strengths in electronics, electric vehicles, space technology, renewable
energy, artificial intelligence, automation and data technologies, which give the state a unique advantage in building deep-
tech enterprises.

He added that initiatives such as StartupTN and the development of Neo-TIDEL parks are helping decentralise the
technology ecosystem by promoting innovation hubs beyond Chennai. Citing data from STPI, Stalin said technology
activity has expanded across most districts of the state.

With the new policy, the government aims to further position Tamil Nadu as a leading destination for high-impact
innovation, deep-tech startups and next-generation technology development in India
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Tamil Nadu Launches Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 with ¥100 Crore Commitment to Build Innovation Leadership

January 9, 2026 @ N5 g
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Tamil Nadu has unveiled its Deep Tech Startup Policy 2025-26, signaling a strong push to deepen and scale the state's innovation ecosystem. Announced by Chief Minister M.K. Stalin at the 4th edition of Umagine TN 2026, the policy commits

2100 crore to suppert 100 deep tech startups operating across high-impact and future-facing sectors. The initiative reflects the state g ‘s intent to move beyond conventional startup support and accelerate innovation-led economic
growth.
The policy outlines a set of and out driven targets aimed at strengthening the full deep tech value chain. These include enabiing at least 10 technology transfer or licensing agreements between startups and academic or R&D

institutions, boosting annual patent fiings by 25 percent. and training more than 10,000 students and working professionals in critical deep tech skills, Focus areas for talent development include artificial intelligence. machine learning, robotics,
biotechnology, and other ad d tech ies that are to shape next tion ind

a

In addition 1o capacity building, the policy places strong emphasis on research and commercialization. it provides for the award of 10 research fellowships to encourage applied innovation and facilitates procurement of deep tech solutions wurth

210 crore through structured public and private market-access pr By ting for startups to plot and deploy solutions, the state aims to reduce time-to-market and imp ial viability for plex tech g

Looking beyond direct f\ndlng the five-year policy is designed to position Tamil Nadu as India’s leading deep tech hub, aligned with its broader ition of b ing a 51 trillion y. Planned initiati include the i of deep tech
Innevation hubs, it and cector-spoeific toct bods that allow startupe to validate and cealo legios in real 1d envirenments. A Governmont ac Early Adopter ngrnmmo acroce five dopartmente i aloo expectod to play a
critical role in driving demand and adoption.

The policy further emphasizes global market access, gerir | property ion within the state. and targeted support for emeraing areas such as quantum computing. photonics. and advanced materials. Collectively, these measures
underscore Tamil Nadu's strategy to build a resilient, 1=driven startup capable of delivering long-term economic and technelogical leadership.
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Tamil Nadu Launches India’s First Deeptech
Startup Policy
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In a major boost to India’s innovation ecosystem, Tamil Nadu has unveiled the country’s first
dedicated Deeptech Startup Policy, setting a national benchmark for science-driven
entrepreneurship. The Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 aims fo transform
cutting-edge research into scalable commercial solutions, positioning the State as a hub for
frontier and deep science technologies.

Policy Vision and Financial Commitment

The Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 reflects a clear vision to move innovations
from laboratories to global markets.

Key Financial and Strategic Highlights

+ 100 crore earmarked to support 100 deeptech startups
+ Focus on long-gestation, science-based innovations

« Structured support covering funding, infrastructure, mentorship, and industry partnerships
Priority Sectors

The policy targets advanced technology domains such as:

« Artificial Intelligence (Al)
= Advanced Computing

= Semiconductors

= Biotechnology

« Space Technologies

« Clean and Green Energy



By nurturing these sectors, the State aims to build high-value intellectual property and
globally competitive enterprises.

Launch at Umagine Technology Conference

The policy was formally unveiled by M. K. Stalin at the fourth edition of Umagine, Tamil Nadu's

flagship technology conference held in Chennai.
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Tamil Nadu launches deeptech startup
policy with 100-Cr boost
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DEEPTECH

With the rollout of a dedicated DeepTech Startup Policy 2025-26, Tamil Nadu has taken a decisive step toward
strengthening science-led, IP-intensive entrepreneurship. Billed as the country’s first comprehensive framework of its
kind, the policy aims to close the persistent “lab-to-market” gap that often slows the progress of high-risk, research-
driven deeptech startups.

The Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu, M. K. Stalin, formally launched the policy at the Umagine TN technology summit.
Through this initiative, the state plans to support 100 deeptech startups while mobilising Rs 100 crore in public and
private investments over the next five years. Consequently, the government expects the policy to accelerate innovation
and improve commercial outcomes for advanced technologies.

According to the policy, Tamil Nadu will bridge the “lab-to-market” gap by offering structured, lifecycle-based support
that spans early-stage research and development through scale-up and market adoption. In parallel, the Information
Technology and Digital Services Department will anchor the policy, while the Tamil Nadu Technology (iTNT) Hub will
oversee implementation. Importantly, this framework complements the broader Tamil Nadu Startup and Innovation
Policy, under which iTNT already supports deeptech incubation, technology commercialisation, and sector-specific
programmes in parinership with StartupTN and other incubators.



The policy sets ambitious targets. These include a 25% increase in annual patent filings by deep tech startups, at least
10 technology transfer or licensing deals from academic and R&D institutions, training over 10,000 students and
professionals in deeptech skills, and facilitating global market access for 50 startups. Together, these goals aim to

create a robust pipeline from research to revenue.

Deeptech startups, as defined in the policy document, are ventures built on advanced scientific or engineering
breakthroughs, typically operating at early Technology Readiness Levels (TRL). They are characterised by strong
proprietary intellectual property, long development cycles, and the ability to create entirely new markets or significantly
disrupt existing ones across sectors such as healthcare, energy, and manufacturing.

However, the policy also acknowledges the structural challenges these startups face, including high R&D uncertainty,
capital intensity, and difficulty in securing early customers—issues that conventional startup schemes are often ill-
equipped to address. To counter this, the government has introduced a multi-pronged framework organised around five
pillars: research and development support, funding and investment acceleration, infrastructure and ecosystem
development, innovation workforce and knowledge alliances, and deep tech adoption and market expansion.

On the funding front, the policy offers TRL-linked R&D grants for early-stage research up to TRL 4, followed by
commercialisation and scale-up support at higher readiness levels. Additionally, it includes assistance for IP creation
and monetisation, along with performance-linked micro-fund support for incubators. Furthermore, a proposed DeepTech
Fund of Funds and capital subsidies for corporates that engage with accredited deeptech startups aim to catalyse
private investment and industry participation.

In terms of infrastructure, the policy promises deeptech research facilities and cluster-specific parks, voucher-based
access to shared infrastructure, rental subsidies within government-supported parks, and sector-focused test beds.
These measures will allow startups to validate products in real-world environments. Notably, a “Government as Early
Adopter Programme” with an annual budget of Rs 25 crore will enable pilot deployments and proof-of-concept projects
that can later scale across public and private sectors.

Talent development and knowledge exchange also feature prominently. The policy proposes grants for deep tech skilling
programmes, doctoral fellowships for researchers transitioning into entrepreneurship, and mentorship and international
exchange initiatives. These efforts will connect Tamil Nadu's startups with global accelerators, twin-city partners, and
overseas experts.

At the same time, the policy places strong emphasis on applying deep tech to social priorities, including public health,
clean energy, mobility, disaster resilience, and social protection. Through this focus, Tamil Nadu aims to balance
industrial competitiveness with inclusive and sustainable growth.

Finally, the iTNT Hub will function as the nodal agency, managing funds, operating a unified digital platform for
infrastructure and resource sharing, and coordinating with other government departments, the policy stated.
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TN CM MK Stalin Unveils India’s First
Deep-Tech Startup Policy at 4th
Umagine TN
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Tamil Nadu Unveils India's First Deeptech Start-Up Policy

In January 2026, Muthuvel Karunanidhi (M.K.) Stalin, Chief Minister(CM) of Tamil Nadu
(TN), unveiled the Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy 2025-26 (TNDTSP). India’s first
deep-tech startup policy at the 4th edition of Umagine TN held at the Chennai Trade Centre
in Chennai, TN.

¢ The state earmarked Rs 100 crore to support 100 startups over five years, aiming to

bridge the lab-to-market gap for high-risk, research-driven deep-tech ventures.

Exam Hints:

* What? Launch of India’s 1st Deep-Tech Palicy

Policy: Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Startup Policy (2025-26)

Launched by: MK Stalin, CM of Tamil Nadu

Venue: 4th Umagine TN, Chennai

Outlay & Tenure: Rs 100 crore (5 years; 100 startups)

Nodal Agency: iTNT Hub

Key Goals: 25% rise in patent filings; train 10,000+ in Al, biotech, robotics

New Programme: Government as Early Adopter (Rs 25 crore/year across 5 depts)

Other Launch: Namma Arasu WhatsApp e-governance

Partners: TN Govt & Meta

Languages: English and Tamil

Initial Coverage: 50 services across 16 departments



About Deep-Tech Startup Policy:

Implementing Agency: The policy is developed by the Information Technology and Digital
Services Department and implemented through the TN Technology (iTNT) Hub.

Key Targets: The palicy targets a 25% rise in patent filings, 10 tech transfer/licensing deals,
training 10,000+ professionals in Artificial Intelligenc{AI), biotech, and robotics, 10 research
fellowships, and global market access for 50 startups.

Government Early Adopter Programme: The state will launch a Government as Early
Adopter Programme with an annual outlay of Rs 25 crore, implemented across 5
departments.

Defines Deep-Tech Startups: Startups based on advanced science or engineering, early
TRL stages, strong IP, and long gestation with market-creating potential.

Priority Sectors: Electronics & semiconductors, Electric Vehicles (EVs), healthcare &
biotech, clean energy; also supports quantum computing, genomics, and photonics.

Launch of "Namma Arasu’:

The TN Government, in partnership with Meta, launched *"Namma Arasu’, a WhatsApp-
based e-governance service, making TN the 3rd Indian state after Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha to adopt the platform.

+ The multilingual chatbot (English & Tamil) enables services such as bus ticket booking,
exam hall tickets, and tax payments.

+ In the initial phase, it offers up to 50 services across 16 departments, including rural
development, social welfare, agriculture, and Hindu Religious & Charitable
Endowments{HR&CE).

About Tamil Nadu (TN):

Capital- Chennai

Chief Minister (CM)- Muthuvel Karunanidhi (M.K.) Stalin
Governor- R.N.Ravi

National Parks (NPs)- Guindy NP, Mukurthi NP
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Tamil Nadu unveils India’s
first deeptech start-up policy

%100 crore investment earmarked to support 100 startups

BusinessLine (Bangalore) A @ &2 & m :
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9 Jan 2026

In a major boost to the startup ecosystem, the Tamil Nadu government has unveiled
India’s first deeptech policy.

BY THE BOOK. (From left) Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, Tamil Nadu's Minister far Information Technology; CM MK Stalin, and TM
Anbarasan, Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises, unveiling the Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Policy 202526

The Tamil Nadu DeepTech Startup Policy 202526 aims to support innovators in trans-
forming cuttingedge research into scalable solutions. The policy has earmarked ¥100
crore in investments and will support 100 startups.

The policy, formulated by the Tamil Nadu Technology Foundation (iTNT), was
unveiled by Chief Minister MK Stalin at the 4th edition of ‘Umagine’ — the State’s
flagship technology conference here on Thursday.



SKILLING YOUTH

As per the policy document, the State will roll out a ‘Government as Early Adopter Pro-
gramme’ across five departments to pilot, validate, and scale deeptech solutions,
backed by an annual budget

of 5 crore per department.

The government will also train over 10,000 students and professionals in
deeptech skills such as artificial intelligence, biotech and robotics, and award 10
research fellowships.

“Deeptech skill development programmes, data centre policies, continuous investment
in research infrastructure will chart the path to transform Tamil Nadu from an IT ser-
vices hub into a comprehensive technology and innovation power

house,” Stalin said.

Stalin added that the government’s focus on extending growth to tier2 and tier3 cities
had led to software exports from 32 of Tamil Nadu’s 38 districts, including Coimbatore,
Madurai, Tiruchirapalli and Tirunelveli.

“One in every four patent applications filed in India today originates from Tamil Nadu,
placing us at the forefront nationally,” he added.

The ‘Umagine’ event also saw the exchange of multiple

MoUs between the government and private sector companies, including Better Com-
pute Works, which will set up an Al data centre with an investment of ¥5,000 crore and
create 1,450 jobs. Eros GenAl will expand its Al R&D centre, investing ¥3,600 crore and
creating 1,000 jobs, and Phantom digital effects will expand its VFX operation in
Chennai on an investment of 100 crore, providing employment to 1,000 people,
among others.

BEYOND BOUNDARIES

Speaking at the event, Palanivel Thiaga Rajan, Minister for Information Technology
and Digital, said that through StartupTN, the State had selected 40 startups to promote
their innovations at ‘Umagine’.

These startups will also be given the opportunity to present their cases to venture cap-
italists and other enablers in Dubai, Singapore and Sharjah, in collaboration with the
Dubai World Trade Centre.



The state has

Tamil Nadu launches India's first deep tech
start-up policy

BY Mudit Dube = Jan 08, 2026 « 02:38 pm

What's the stery

In a major push to its start-up ecosystem, the Tamil Nadu government has launched
India’s first deep-tech policy.

The new initiative, called the "Tamil Nadu Deep-Tech Start-Up Policy 2025-26," aims
to help innovators turn cutting-edge research into scalable solutions.

The state has set aside 3100 crore for investments under this policy, which will
support as many as 100 start-ups.

# Event significance
Policy launch coincides with 'Umagine' tech conference

The new policy was announced by Chief Minister MK Stalin at the fourth edition
of "Umagine, Tamil Nadu's flagship technology conference.

The event aims to bring together key players in the tech ecosystem and provide a
platform for tech-driven companies to thrive.

It also witnessed several MoUs between the government and private sector
companies, including Better Compute Works, Eros GenAl and Phantom Digital
Effects.

You're 33% through

# Business agreements
MoUs signed for Al data center, R&D expansion

Among the MoUs signed at Umagine, Better Compute Works plans to set up an
Al data center with an investment of 5,000 crore. The project is expected to
create 1,450 jobs.

Eros GenAl will expand its Al R&D center with an investment of 23,600 crore and
create 1,000 jobs.

Phantom Digital Effects will expand its VEX operation in Chennai with a 3100
crore investment and provide employment for 1,000 people.



You're 66% through
8 Start-up promotion

Tamil Nadu government promotes start-ups through
workshops

Ahead of Umagine, the Tamil Nadu government conducted several workshops
and technology lectures at 60 educational institutions in 23 districts.

These sessions were led by industry experts and college alumni under the
banner of Umagine DX.

The government has also selected 40 start-ups to showcase their innovations at
Umagine.

These start-ups will get a chance to pitch their ideas to venture capitalists and
other enablers in Dubai, Singapore, and Sharjah in association with the Dubai
World Trade Centre.

Done!
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Tamil Nadu Should Be on Top in Next Gen's Technology:
CM Stalin

Tamil Nadu
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Stalin said that Umagine was the proclamation of the State's journey to the future and its triumph

Chief Minister MK Stalin speaking at ‘Umagine Tamil Nadu 2026

Chennai: By setting clear goals, the DMK government was building a
future for the next generation in which Tamil Nadu would be on the top in
advanced technology with no one from the State left behind since
knowledge and technology should be common for all, Chief Minister MK
Stalin said on Thursday.

Inaugurating ‘Umagine Tamil Nadu 2026, the two-day information
technology summit in Chennai, where the Tamil Nadu Deep Tech Startup
Policy 2025-26 was released, Stalin said that Umagine was the
proclamation of the State's journey to the future and its triumph.

Designing the digital future of the State was a reflection of the long-term
vision of the Dravidian Model government to make a leap towards
modernity while ensuring social equality and egalitarian development,
which was in tune with his own vision of keeping Tamil Nadu one step
ahead of the rest in technological advancement, he said.

Attributing the present technological growth of the State to the
foundation laid by M Karunanidhi, who developed an IT policy with a vision
that technology was not the prerogative of any particular class of people
but a commeon instrument to empower all, he said. Starting computer
education in schools and opening the Tidel Park helped in the State
coming to present level in advancement that had led to Chennai
emerging as the next gen GCC centre, among other things, he said.



Technology had become the fulcrum of the economy today without
remaining a subsidiary activity and moving the State away from its strong
traditional service sector to a centre for madern high-technology,
innovation and advancement, he said and pointed to its emergence as a
hub for development of advanced R&D, Al, fintech and automobile
software, he said.

There is no other state like Tamil Nadu that integrated a wide range of
technologies like electronics, automobiles, space, textiles and renewable
energy with a strong base in Al, automation, database and digital design,
Stalin said, adding that ability to merge productivity with digital
innovations was gained by the guidance of the DMK government.

Revealing that according to STPI data software was exported from 32 of
the 38 districts in the State, he said that it was the data given by the Union
Government to those who ask 'what is the Dravidian Model government?'

Attributing the success of the State in the digital front to the efficient
human resources in the State, he said that laptops with Al subscription
were distributed to college students under the ‘World is in your hands'
scheme to take that achievement to the next level.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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iTNT Hub inks letter of intent with Germany-
based XeedQ GmbH

In the first phase, students and startups across the State will gain remote access to a 4-qubit quantum
computer developed by XeedQ

Published - January 10, 2026 11:11 am I5T - CHENNAI

THE HINDU BUREAU

iTNT Hub has signed a letter of intent with Germany-based deep-tech quantum computing
company XeedQ GmbH at Umagine 2026 to launch quantum computing programmes that
give students and startups direct access to real quantum hardware. As part of this, learners
and early-stage innovators in Tamil Nadu will be able to work on an actual quantum
computer, rather than using simulators or cloud-access.

In the first phase, students and startups across the State will gain remote access to a 4-qubit
quantum computer developed by XeedQ. This will allow hands-on experimentation,
algorithm testing, and exposure to real quantum workflows. In the second phase, Tamil
Nadu will possibly become the first State government in India to place a physical quantum
computer within the reach of its innovation ecosystem.

The programme will be anchored by iTNT Hub, a public-private initiative supported by the
Government of Tamil Nadu, working closely with academic institutions, startups, and
research communities across the State. XeedQ GmbH will provide the remote access,
quantum hardware, technical expertise, and learning support as part of this engagement.
The programme, which will be housed at iTNT Hub inside the Anna University campus, will
include structured onboarding, guided usage, and capacity-building sessions to ensure
meaningful adoption by students, researchers, and startups.

The pilot will be reviewed jointly by iTNT and XeedQ based on usage, learning outcomes, and
ecosystem impact, with the potential to expand access and deploy additional infrastructure.
“This programme is about learning by doing, and that is how meaningful quantum
ecosystems are built,” said Gopalakrishnan Balasubramanian, founder and CEO, XeedQ.

Published - January 10,2026 11:11 am IST



TN's ITNT Hub inks pact with XeedQ GmbH for quantum
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TN iTNT Hub inks pact with Xeed(Q GrmbH for quantum compuling programmes

The Tamil Nadu government on Friday said that its iTNT Hub has signed a Letter of Intent with Germany-based
deep-tech quantum computing company XeedQ GmbH at Umagine 2026 to launch one of India's first state-backed
quantum computing programmes that will give students and startups with direct access to real quantum hardware.

The programme will be anchored by the Tamil Nadu Technology Hub (iTINT), a public-private initiative supported by
the TN government that is an emerging and deeptech innovation network that works closely with academic
institutions, startups, and research communities across the state. XeedQ GmbH will provide the remote access,
quantum hardware, technical expertise, and learning support as part of this engagement.

The government said that learners and early-stage innovators in Tamil Nadu will work on an actual quantum
computer rather than using simulators or cloud-access.

"Quantum computing should not remain locked inside labs or limited to theory," Gopalakrishnan Balasubramanian,
founder and CEQ, XeedQ said in a statement. "By giving students and startups direct access to real quantum
hardware, Tamil Nadu is creating confidence, capability, and curiosity at the right stage. This programme is about
learning by doing, and that is how meaningful quantum ecosystems are built,”

The initiative will provide students and startups across the state with remote access to a 4-qubit quantum computer
developed by XeedQ as part of the first phase.

It said that this will allow hands-on experimentation, algorithm testing, and exposure to real quantum workflows. In
the second phase, the government said Tamil Nadu will possibly become the first state government in India to place
a physical quantum computer within the reach of its innovation ecosystem.

The government said the collaboration will focus on democratising access to quantum computing, building practical
capability, and accelerating Tamil Nadu's deep-tech ecosystem.

The programme, which will be housed at iTNT Hub inside the Anna University campus in Chennai and will include
structured onboarding, guided usage, and capacity-building sessions to ensure meaningful adoption by students,
researchers, and startups.

The pilot will be reviewed jointly by iTNT and XeedQ based on usage, learning outcomes, and ecosystem impact,
with the potential to expand access, deploy additional infrastructure, and build sustained programmes in the future.
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TN partners with German firm to give
students access to quantum computing

Under the initiative, learners and early-stage innovators in TN will be able to work on
an actual quantum computer, marking a shift from cloud-based simulations to real-
world quantum workflows.

iTNT Hub signed letter of intent with Germany-based Xeed() at UmagineTN. Photo | Express

C Shivakumar X

Updated on: 10 Jan 2026, 8:09 am - 2 min read

CHENNAL Positioning itself at the forefront of India’s emerging quantum
ecosystem, Tamil Nadu has unveiled a state-backed initiative to give students
and startups direct access to real quantum computing hardware — an
approach that departs sharply from the largely theoretical or simulator-based
exposure common today.

At the UmagineTN 2026 summit, the state-supported iTNT Hub signed a letter
of intent with Germany-based deep-tech firm XeedQ GmbH to launch one of
India’s first government-led quantum computing programmes anchored in
hands-on experimentation rather than abstract learning.

Under the initiative, learners and early-stage innovators in TN will be able to
work on an actual quantum computer, marking a shift from cloud-based
simulations to real-world quantum workflows. In the first phase, students and
startups across the state will receive remote access to a 4-qubit quantum
computer developed by XeedQ, enabling them to test algorithms, understand
system behaviour, and engage with the constraints and possibilities of real
quantum hardware.

In the second phase, TN could become the first Indian state to physically place
a quantum computer within its public innovation ecosystem, significantly
lowering the entry barrier to one of the world’s most complex and capital-
intensive technologies.



The programme will be anchored by iTNT Hub, a public-private platform
supported by TN government, and will work closely with universities, startups
and research communities across the state. XeedQ will provide the quantum
hardware, remote access infrastructure, technical expertise and learning
support, while the state ecosystem will focus on adoption, capacity-building
and use-case development.The initiative will be housed at iTNT Hub within
the Anna University campus.

“Quantum computing should not remain locked inside labs or limited to
theory. By giving students and startups direct access to real quantum
hardware, TN is creating confidence, capability and curiosity at the right stage.
This programme is about learning by doing, and that is how meaningful
quantum ecosystems are built,” said Gopalakrishnan Balasubramanian,
founder and chief executive of XeedQ. “

The pilot phase will be jointly reviewed by iTNT Hub and XeedQ, with metrics
focused on usage, learning outcomes and broader ecosystem impact. Subject
to results, it could be expanded to include additional infrastructure, wider
access and longer-term institutional partnerships.



